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Enclosed i s  a  copy of an informatio 
memorandum t o  t h e  Secre tary  prepared by 
t h e  bureau of African Af fa i r s .  

Theodore L. E l i o t ,  Jr. 
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SUBJECT: Wheelus A i r  F o r c e  Base C l o s u r e  - INFORMATION F!EMORANDUM 

On J u n e  11 t h e  U.S. f o r m a l l y  t u r n e d  o v e r  Wheelus A i r  
F o r c e  Base t o  t h e  Libyan Government a f t e r  a n  u n i n t e r r u p t e d  
U.S. p r e s e n c e  t h e r e  s i n c e  World War 11. Fol lowing  a  s i m p l e  
ceremony t h a t  w a s ' a t t e n d e d  by A c t i n g  Prime M i n i s t e r  J a l u u d  
and Ambassador Palmer ,  t h e  Wheelus Commander t r a n s f e r r e d  
command t o  t h e  Lihyan A i r  F o r c e  and t h e  l a s t  48 USAF p e r -  
s o n n e l  r e m a i n i n g  a t  Wheelus d e p a r t e d  f o r  Germany. 

Under t h e  Wheelus Agreement a l l  permanent  c o n s t r u c t i o n s  
r e v e r t e d  t o  t h e  Libyan Government w i t h o u t  compensa t ion .  
T h i s  p r o p e r t y  c o s t  $77 m i l l i o n  a t  i n i t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  and 
i s  c u r r e n t l y  v a l u e d  a t  $43 m i l l i o n  a f t e r  d e p r e c i a t i o n .  Dur- 
i n g  t h e  w i t h d r a w a l  t h e  USAF removed t o  o t h e r  USAF i n s t a l l a -  
t i o n s  equipment  v a l u e d  a t  $21 m i l l i o n  and s o l d  a b o u t  $900,000 
w o r t h  o f  n o n - c r i t i c a l  equipment  and $750,000 wor th  of  a i r c r a f t  
f u e l  t o  t h e  Libyan Government f o r  which f u l l  payment h a s  been  
r e c e i v e d .  Over 4,000 a i rmen  and d e p e n d e n t s  w e r e  a l s o  w i t h -  
drawn.  P r e v i o u s  Wheelus f u n c t i o n s  ( a s  a  weapons and gunnery  
t r a i n i n g  f a c i l i t y  f o r  USAF Europe-based t a c t i c a l  a i r c r a f t )  
have  now been t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  b a s e s  i n  Europe,  c h i e f l y  i n  
S p a i n  and Turkey.  

The LARG h a s  a p p a r e n t l y  renamed Wheelus "Ukba i b n . N a f i a n ,  
a f t e r  t h e  7 t h  c e n t u r y  Arab conqueror  of  North A f r i c a  (who 
a l s o  e x p e l l e d  t h e  C h r i s t i a n s  from t h e r e ) .  The LARG h a s  n o t  
r e v e a l e d  i t s  i n t e n d e d  u s e  of  Wheelus o t h e r  t h a n  t o  d e c l a r e  
t h a t  it w i l l  b e  used  " t o  d e f e n d  Arabism and humani ty" .  I t  
h a s  r e p e a t e d l y  d e n i e d  t h a t  it would a l l o w  c o n t r o l  of  fo rmer  
U.S. and U . K .  b a s e s  t o  p a s s  t o  " f o r e i g n e r s " .  

Downgraded a t  12-bear  i n t e r v a l s ,  
n o t ' a u t o m a t i c a l l y  d e c l a s s i f i e d .  
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The Libyan A i r  F o r c e  s t i l l  m a i n t a i n s  i t s  h e a d q u a r t e r s  
a t  Wheelus and w e  e x p e c t  t h a t  F rench  t e c h n i c i a n s  may work 
t h e r e  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  new Mirage  d e l i v e r i e s  e x p e c t e d  
l a t e r  i n  1970.  

The Wheelus w i t h d r a w a l  h a s  been accompl i shed  o v e r  t h e  
l a s t  s i x  months w i t h  f u l l  Libyan c o o p e r a t i o n .  The e v e n t  it- 
s e l f  p a s s e d  w i t h o u t  i n c i d e n t  o r  s i g n i f i c a n t  a d v e r s e  p u b l i c i t y  
i n  L ibya  o r  t h e  Middle  E a s t .  The LARG i s ,  however,  p l a n n i n g  
t e n  d a y s  of  c e l e b r a t i o n s  l a t e r  i n  t h e  month and t h e  p o s s i -  
b i l i t y  e x i s t s  t h a t  d e l e g a t i o n s  f rom o t h e r  Arab c o u n t r i e s ,  
n o t a b l y  t h e  UAR and S u d a n , w i l l  b e  i n v i t e d  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e .  
N e g o t i a t i o n s  between t h e  L i b y a n s  and o u r s e l v e s  a r e  s c h e d u l e d  
t o  b e g i n  J u n e  1 3 ,  o n  a  series of c o m p l i c a t e d  i s s u e s  con- 
n e c t e d  w i t h  o u r  w i t h d r a w a l  f rom Wheelus.  These  i n c l u d e  
t e r m i n a t i o n  of  t h e  Wheelus Base Agreement ,  t h e  Economic 
A s s i s t a n c e  Agreement (under  which w e  p a i d  f o r  u s e  o f  Wheelus) 
and p o s s i b l y  o f  t h e  t e r m i n a t i o n  &t LARG r e q u e s t  o f  o u r  M M G  

. Agreement.  
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